
Free TAFE courses  Important information for BSSC students & parents 

 

The Victorian Government announced a Free TAFE initiative which means some TAFE courses will have 
free tuition costs in Victoria, commencing January 2019.  The BSSC Pathways Team has compiled a list of 
common questions to help students, parents and teachers to understand this. 

 

Which courses are free?  Where can I study them? You can view a list of the free TAFE courses (across 
Victoria) here.  Important: Bendigo TAFE offers some but not all of these courses. The names of all pro-
viders offering the courses can be seen on the side bar. 

 

I just need to apply, right? No. Demand for the free courses will be extremely 
high. There are limited spaces and there will be a selection process. You will 
need to sit a TAFE language and numeracy test and attend an interview.  

 

I don’t know what I want to do after Year 12… I should just enrol in a free TAFE course. 
Wrong thinking. You shouldn’t apply for a course just because it’s free. Do you know where it 
will lead, in terms of employment? Are you motivated to study it? Have you explored what the 
occupation is like and if it suits you?  

 

So, anyone can do these free courses? No, there is eligibility criteria: you must be an Austral-
ian citizen or permanent resident (or a NZ citizen)  +  you must be under 20 years old. 

 

If I don’t like the free course I’m doing, I will just swap for another free course. Wrong. Once you enrol 
in a free TAFE course, you will not be able to enrol in another free course, even if you didn’t finish your 
first course. 

 

When and how do I apply? If you are planning to study in 2019, you should apply NOW. Some TAFE 
courses require you to apply via the VTAC website, others require you to apply directly to the institution. 
Bendigo TAFE handles their own applications. If you are considering applying for any course, speak to 
BSSC Pathways staff, who have detailed information to assist you. 

 

I’m planning to go to Uni, but if I don’t get in, I will just apply for a free TAFE course. 
Wrong thinking! By the time you find out if you got accepted into university (mid-January), 
it could be too late to apply for certain TAFE courses. Discuss alternative pathways with the 

     BSSC staff now. 

 

So the free course means it’s all free? No. Only the tuition is free. You’ll still need to pay for other fees, such 
as student services fees or materials fees. 

 

How long are the courses free for? We don’t know. The government has announced  the initiative starts in 2019. They 
have not announced if it will continue or not. 

 
Where do I go for help? All BSSC students can access free advice from the Pathways 
staff. Please make an appointment with us so we can help you. Call into the office. Or 
if you are a parent, call the School on 5443 1222 and ask to speak with the Pathways 
Office. 

 
 

https://www.vic.gov.au/freetafe.html
https://www.vic.gov.au/freetafe/free-tafe.html
http://www.bendigotafe.edu.au/Pages/FREE-TAFE-FOR-PRIORITY-COURSES.aspx
http://www.vtac.edu.au/courses-inst/codes-fees.html/freetafe.html
http://www.bendigotafe.edu.au/Pages/FREE-TAFE-FOR-PRIORITY-COURSES.aspx

