
Bendigo Senior Secondary College is the largest 
provider of the Victorian Certi	 cate of Education 
(VCE), Victorian Certi	 cate of Applied Learning 
(VCAL) and Vocational Education and Training in 
Schools (VET) in Victoria.

LEARNING
& TEACHING

The college o� ers the two senior 
secondary certi cates that are provided 
in Victoria:
• Victorian Certi cate of

Education (VCE)
• Victorian Certi cate of

Applied Learning (VCAL)

Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
programs can be undertaken as part of 
a VCE program and are an essential part 
of a VCAL program.

Students can tailor their program of 
study to meet their individual needs. 
This may involve a VCE program or a 
blended program made up of VCE, 
VET and/or VCAL. Students can also 
combine part-time study and part-time 
work to complete their studies.

VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE
OF EDUCATION
The VCE provides a pathway to further 
study at university and the majority of 
Technical and Further Education (TAFE) 
courses.

The college o� ers the widest choice of 
VCE subjects in the state. Students have 
a choice of a range of units in English, 
Mathematics, Sciences, Business and 
Information Technology Studies, 
Humanities, Languages (Indonesian, 
German, French, Chinese and Auslan), 
Technology Studies and the Arts.

Each VCE subject comprises up to four 
units that cover one semester each.

Students may:
• Undertake a Year 12 subject

in Year 11;
• Complete a VCE course in a standard 

two-year time frame or plan for a 
longer VCE because of part-time 
work or other factors;

• Combine VCE with VET programs;
• Study a VCE subject as part of their 

VCAL program;
• Study a VCE subjects as part of a 

School Based Apprenticeship.

VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE
OF APPLIED LEARNING 
VCAL is the preferred program for 
students who are planning to go 
straight into the workforce, complete 
training at TAFE,  or complete an 
apprenticeship. It gives students a 
practical work-related experience, as 
well as literacy and numeracy skills 
and the opportunity to develop 
competencies that are important for life 
and work. 

A VCAL Program is a set of at least 
ten credits undertaken over one year 
or longer.  Like the VCE, the VCAL is a 
recognised senior quali cation.

A VCAL program is individual and will 
depend on each student’s interests 
and possible future pathways. VCAL 
can be undertaken at the Foundation, 
Intermediate or Senior certi cate award 
level. Students can transfer between 
VCAL and VCE.

Students with a passion and interest in 
a vocational pathway in the Community 
Services or Skilled Services industries 
can choose to be involved in a Specialist 
Themed VCAL Program in either 
Community Services or Skilled Services.  
These programs provide a targeted 
vocational approach across a range of 
VCAL and VET subjects.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
AND TRAINING 
VET can be selected as part of the 
VCE and is an integral part of a VCAL 
program. Students can choose from a 
variety of VET subjects representing a 
range of industry areas approved by the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority.

Students can include VET programs in 
their ATAR score for university entrance 
if they choose to complete the scored 
assessment requirements. 

VET programs are suitable for students 
who:
• Are thinking of obtaining an 

apprenticeship or traineeship after 
school;

• Would like to gain an industry 
quali cation in addition to their VCE 
or VCAL certi cate;

• Wish to undertake work placements 
before leaving school and enjoy a 
hands-on learning environment;

• Wish to boost their ATAR and 
develop a skill base for University 
studies.

NETSCHOOL BENDIGO 
NETschool Bendigo is a second campus 
of Bendigo Senior Secondary College.  
It provides young people aged 15-20 
years the opportunity to re-engage 
with their learning.  NETschool is 
located o�  site close to the College.

NETschool learners select a program 
that meets their individual needs and 
interests with support from:
• A personal learning mentor;
• Appropriate community welfare 

agencies;
• Computer based online learning.

NETschool learners are able to develop 
their interests and plan their work 
around real world projects through 
research based learning.

Some NETschool learners complete 
VCAL, VET and VCE studies.

LEARNING & TEACHING
The college has an outstanding 
reputation for achieving excellence in 
learning and teaching and providing 
opportunities for all students to achieve 
their personal best. Each year individual 
students are recognised state-wide 
for their outstanding work and many 
students receive Premier’s Awards for 
academic excellence. 

Teachers at the college are widely 
regarded as leaders in their  eld and 
are actively sought after to share 
their expertise at state, national and 
international conferences. Many 
teachers contribute to the development 
of state-wide curriculum programs, 
assess VCE and VET exam papers and 
participate in external assessment 
processes. Many are authors of text 
books, publish curriculum material 
and contribute journal articles for 
professional magazines.

Teachers work in teams to ensure there 
is an emphasis on the development 
of a range of learning activities that 
engage all students.  Students’ interests 
and needs are taken into account to 
ensure the di� erent learning styles of all 
students are accommodated.

The expertise of teaching sta�  
continues to be recognised through 
the achievement of excellence awards.  
High levels of teacher expertise 
underpin the capacity of the college to 
deliver excellent learning experiences 
for all students.

A++ PROGRAM
This program provides opportunities for 
high achieving students to extend their 
skills and knowledge.  Students can form 
study groups, participate in workshops, 
and a range of extension opportunities.

SELF DIRECTED LEARNING
Interested students can choose to 
undertake a number of VCE units within 
a self directed learning framework, 
based on self-managed or self-paced 
learning.  Students suited to self directed 
learning are those who enjoy working 
at their own pace, have a strong work 
ethic and  nd the traditional classroom 
limits their progress. In some subjects, 
self directed learners can access the 
online courses developed through the 
Victorian Virtual Learning Network.

SPECIALIST VCE PROGRAMS
A range of specialist programs have 
been introduced to give students the 
choice of pursuing an area of passion 
that inspires and engages them.  Each 
specialist program is designed to provide 
opportunities to: challenge, extend and 
enrich the experience of students with a 
passion to follow a career in areas including:
• Maths/Science - Develop a deep 

knowledge and understanding 
of Maths and Science, how they 
interconnect and the many exciting 
pathways that open up;

• Liberal Arts - Focuses on humanities 
and developing the intellectual skills to 
become a successful global citizen in 
the 21st century;  

• Visual Arts - A program of excellence 
that extends Visual Arts students and 
builds experience, knowledge and 
skills within the Visual Arts industry;

• Commerce - A targeted program 
for Business students with a desire 
to follow a pathway in areas such as 
Accounting, Economics, Finance and 
Information Technology;

• Sport - An innovative program that 
provides � exibility and support for 
students who are participating in sport 
at an elite level.

INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGY
The college is well known for the 
innovative use of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) in the 
classroom. ICT is integrated across the 
curriculum and contributes to the delivery 
of high quality learning opportunities in a 
rich ICT learning environment.

Through high speed wireless connection, 
students have access from every classroom 
to the Internet, library catalogue, College 
Extranet, email, their own hard disk space 
and many software packages. Students can 
access these from home at any time with 
internet connection.  Students in Year 11 
have access to their own laptop and across 
the college we have a 1:1 computer ratio.

VICTORIAN VIRTUAL
LEARNING NETWORK

Through our Virtual Learning Network, 
we are continuing to develop a range 
of complete online courses available to 
students.

• Visit the College website at
www.bssc.edu.au

• Attend one of our Information 
Nights or Open Days held in May 
and July each year

• Read the College Program Guide, 
which contains all the information 
you need to plan your program at 
BSSC. The Guide includes a full list of 
courses and subject o� erings and is 
available each year from the College 
website.

• Read The Next Step, an annual 
publication summarising student 
options.

• Attend a BSSC Orientation Session 
in December.

• Contact the college on
(03) 5443 1222 or email us at 
admin@bssc.edu.au
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Bendigo Senior Secondary College

Our ROLE is to empower learners for 

individual, community and global leadership.

Bendigo Senior Secondary College 
is accredited with the Council of 
International Schools.

Rosalind Park, Bendigo
PO Box 545, Bendigo VIC 3552

Phone 61 3 5443 1222
Fax 61 3 5441 4548
Email admin@bssc.edu.au
Web www.bssc.edu.au

Bendigo Senior Secondary College 
is accredited with the Council of 
International Schools.
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