Session 1 Workshop: 
Bloom, de Bono, Gardner, Oxford et al: designing tasks for the languages’ classroom to enhance the development of ‘thinking skills’.

In this workshop, participants will be shown an example of a Canadian unit of work in French as a second language which draws upon and enhances the development of learners’ thinking skills. A brief outline of this ‘experiential’ approach will be given before participants are asked to design activities to engage students in the use of particular aspects of ‘thinking skills’ in order to complete the assigned project. For each activity which contributes to the final project, participants will list the aspect of ‘thinking skills’ which it encompasses. 

Participants are encouraged to bring materials and ideas in their language related to the following topics: designing a brochure to promote their school; designing a series of healthy menus for the school canteen; organising a language excursion to the zoo/museum/acquarium/science works.

1. Complete the taxonomy table to evaluate which aspects of Bloom’s (revised) Taxonomy you currently address in your language classes. (individual or language specific small group work)
2. Working in language specific small groups, prepare a set of questions (no more than 3 -4) to draw students’ attention to explicit ways of successfully completing a target language task. Base your ideas on the Canadian examples provided. Establish how much time you would give students to do this in class and how you would follow up this process in relation to the task/s they had to complete.

3. You will be given an example, in English, of a unit of work based on the experiential approach used in Canada. Go through this unit and add features of critical thinking skills it could focus on in the mini-tasks. Draw on Multiple Intelligences, Bloom’s Taxonomy, De Bono’s Six Thinking Hats and the handout on cognitive and graphic organisers.

HELPING STUDENTS TO DEVELOP LEARNING STRATEGIES and to USE CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IN A LANGUAGE CLASS

Example 1: Participating in a role play or in an oral presentation

Make these suggestions to the students, and ask them to add any others they think important:
·  Use gestures and movements.

· Don’t speak too quickly!

· Use pauses.

· Look at your partner in a role play and at the audience in a presentation.

· Change the tone and volume of your voice.

· Speak with lots of expressiveness.

· Speak clearly.

Example 2: Developing good reading strategies.

Get the students to respond to these questions as individuals:

· What strategies do you use when you read in (name of language)?

· Ask two classmates what strategies they use.

· Make a chart of all of your strategies. Which ones from your classmates will you use?

· When you read a new text for the first time, do you look for words you know?

· Do you look for words similar to English?

· How do you work out what the text is about?

· Look at the title, and any illustrations.

Now prepare TWO examples yourself, with colleagues. Choose from the following:-

· Watching a video.

· Writing a short paragraph based on a model.

· Listening to a dialogue or recorded message.
· Learning new vocabulary (words and expressions) from a dialogue.

· Reading a page of the textbook.

· Writing a self-introduction or CV.
· Working with others in a small group.

