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P.M.I: Plus, Minus, Interesting

Integrating Thinking Skills into a Language Program

	What are the Pluses?

· We have always used strategies to encourage thinking skills.  Eg. Problem solving / organising information / analysing information.
· Discussing with children how they learn: Learning techniques / humour / ???

· Will be seen to be (recognition by the Government) part of the general school programs which encourage thinking skills and overcome isolation that we are made to feel and that we fear ourselves.

· Should create an awareness in the school community, parents and students too, that language learning integrates the thinking and learning strategies – eg. Higher order thinking skills, problem solving, dealing with abstract concepts and inferencing REINFORCEMENT of the value of LOTE teachers.

· Recognition by Principal team. DE&T, Community and parents

· Increase student engagement

· Develops the “whole” student
· Develops social competencies

· Enhances transferability of skill in all aspects of life.
· Encouraged to become autonomous learners

· Increased engagement of students

· Students are intellectually challenged

· Gives more scop for individual learning styles

· Increasing active learning / participation / collaborative activities

· Students have a greater awareness of learning strategies

· Gardner’s intelligences and de Bono’s tools enable children to find their learning style

· Stronger links / obvious links with other subjects.

· Encourages (implicit) thinking (transferable) – familiar because it is happening elsewhere.

· Individual and not outcomes focussed (learning is a process) neverstop learning.

· Encourages wholistic teaching

· Creativity

· Purposeful – link to real tasks / real life

· Increased significance of Language as a purposeful worthwhile subject

· More scope for individual learning styles.

· Make administration happy.

· Make the rest of the school aware that learning second languages is intrinsically concerned with thinking curriculum

· Helps students understand that language learning is as significant as any other subject.

· Thinking curriculum helps students with acquisition and language by providing a variety of strategies – challenges students thinking, creativity, problem solving.

· Thinking curriculum is what learning is all about.

· Students see benefits.  Increase social / interactional awareness.

· More focus from specific language and culture to a transferable set of skills

· PR within the school community

· Inclusive of all students language abilities.



P.M.I: Plus, Minus, Interesting

Integrating Thinking Skills into a Language Program

	What are the Minuses?
· Ensuring that the introduction of thinking skills strategies doesn’t remain abstract but is incorporated into everyday activities.
· Public perception that LOTE doesn’t teach Thinking Skills.  Community thinks only lower order skills are happening.

· Already integrated but no-one realises or acknowledges it.
· Lots of work to promote / highlight what we already do in appropriate “thinking skills” jargon.

· Have to “learn” the jargon.

· Time issue – frequency of contact

· In conflict with current middle years philosophy (secondary issue)

· Doesn’t allow for LTOE learning and analystic study of language

· True evaluation / reflection on Language learning is difficult.

· Time constrictions and class sizes.

· Attitudes to language learning may hinder a thinking skills program (negative view of learning a second language).

· Intellectually demanding on students / teachers (organisational skills / time)

· Language teachers need to reflect on their teaching methods and realise that we do.

· Intellectually demanding – increased fatigue

· Demanding on teacher – need to be highly organised and energetic.



P.M.I: Plus, Minus, Interesting

Integrating Thinking Skills into a Language Program

	What is Interesting?

It would be interesting to see how…

It would be interesting to see if…

What is interesting is…

· It would be interesting to see how other KLAs would respond to the knowledge that Thinking Skills are already a major part of our programs.
· It would be interesting to see if they would embrace LOTE and include us in their planning
· It would be interesting to see how many other KLAs feel the same way.
· It would be interesting to see if Innovations and Excellence team could research to see what all KLAs have in the way of higher level thinking skills and how each KLA contributes (not necessarily in the same ways) to the overall program (especially cross curricular). “Multiple Intelligences”
· It would be interesting to see how this fits with Middle Years and the Crowded Curriculum
· It would be interesting to see if we could raise the profile of the KLA by promoting integration of Thinking Skills
· It would be interesting to see if the Anglo-Saxon nature of our community impacts on willingness of students and parents to study a language
· It would be interesting to see how other teachers deal with a language activity in an unknown language fiven some clues and using their knowledge of how language works to discover meaning – ie. Thinking skills in practice.
· It would be interesting to see how increased promotion of the use of thinking skills in language affected student participation and retention.
· It would be interesting to see if this resulted in increased retention.
· What is interesting is that language teachers already use these strategies in the classroom.
· It would be interesting to see how a pilot group would operate under a pure thinking skills program.
· It would be interesting to see how the students’ skill development progressed under a thinking skills program.
· It would be interesting to see how other KLAs would respond.
· Lane Clark says that LOTE is central to the thinking curriculum.  Curriculum should be built on LOTE / Arts immersion and authentic tasks.
· Glen Gappelli says that LOTE classes use thinking skills in every lesson.



