HELPING STUDENTS TO DEVELOP LEARNING STRATEGIES and to 

USE CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS IN A LANGUAGE CLASS

Example 1      “Reading a page of the textbook”

· speak clearly to enhance attention of the listener

· avoid speaking too quickly to enhance effect of oral presentation

· use gestures and movements as appropriate in teacher-modelling of reading

· model and/or encourage reading/speaking with expression

· use pauses, and in particular to focus on any line/sentence/phrase to demonstrate expression

· experiment by changing tone and volume of voice to enhance effect

· provide opportunity to read only to a partner (less threatening)

· encourage response to reading through role-play in front of an audience

· in performance presentation include/maintain some eye contact with audience/partner

Example 2     “Watching a video”

· focus on looking at and discussing title and related illustrations as an introduction (include video credits)

· encourage a willingness to predict what may happen next or events to follow in the video

· provide opportunity for classmates to share opinion/s with partner or table group

· share with partner/teacher/group what strategies you use when viewing a video (e.g. visual/aural cues)

· ensure on first viewing that some preparations (as above) are in place 

e.g. what do you anticipate/expect to see or hear

· make a chart of different strategies for permanent display/future reference

· opportunity to list/share familiar language/scenes that met expectations or familiar for other reasons (e.g. prior knowledge/links to other experiences)

· outline/share how you worked out what the video is about using any of above or other skills
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