Glossary of terms for History
Understanding the meaning of the words, especially key words, helps you to know exactly what is being asked of you. It takes you toward narrowing your material and selecting your answer. Key words direct you and tell you how to go about answering a question. Here is a list of words that you are likely to come across frequently in your course.
Analyse

Show the essence of something by breaking it down into parts and examining each part in detail.

Argue 

Present the case for and/or against a particular proposition.

Compare

Look for similarities and differences between propositions.

Compare and contrast

Look for similar differences.

Critically analyse

Determine essential features of the task under consideration and express judgement about the merit or the truth of the views mentioned.

Criticise 

Give your judgement about the merit of theories or opinions about the truth of facts and back your judgement by a discussion of the evidence.

Define

Set down precise meanings. Show that the distinctions implied in the definition are necessary.

Describe

Give a detailed or graphic account.

Discuss

Investigate or examine by argument, sift and debate, giving reasons for and against.
Evaluate 

Making an appraisal of the worth of something, in the light of its apparent truth or utility; include your personal opinion.
Examine

Present in depth and investigate the implications
Explain

Make plain, interpret, and account for in detail.
Identify

Recognise or establish something about a particular situation/aspect through examination of the known facts.
Illustrate

Explain and make clear by the use of concrete examples, or by the use of a figure or diagram.

Interpret

Bring out the meaning of, and make clear and explicit; usually also giving your own judgement.

Justify

Show adequate grounds for decisions or conclusions.

Outline

Give the main features or general principles of a subject, omitting minor details and emphasising structure and relationship.

Prove
Establish that something is true by citing factual evidence, or giving clear, logical reasons supported by evidence.
Relate

Narrate/show how things are connected and to what extent they are alike or affect each other.
Summarise

Present the main points in brief, clear and logical sentences
