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Timeline

Area of Study One:

French Revolution 1781 to 4th August 1789
In your SACs and end of year exam you will be expected to have a comprehensive knowledge of the key events of the Revolution (and the significance of these events).  As such we will regularly complete these timeline tasks to review the work that has been covered in class.

You will need to learn these thoroughly!!
Reference:

Classwork

Texts

Background to Financial Crisis – handout also on extranet

	Date
Be as specific as possible
	Event
	Significance of –

What happened as a result of this event?

	1774 – May 1776
	Turgot Controller General
	

	Octover 1776 – May 1781
	Necker Director of Treasury
	

	1781
	Neckers Compte du Rendu or Financial Summary for the King
	Necker avoided new taxes as he new they would be unpopular.  He juggled the books to give the impression of financial recovery.  In fact he borrowed 520 million livres to fund the War against America but hid the interest repayments.

	1776 -1783
	American War of 
_________________

	

	1783
	Calonne appointed Finance Minister
	

	August 1786
	Calonne announces financial situation is serious and puts forward reform package.
	

	
	Meeting of Assembly of Notables

	

	8th April 1788
	Calonne dismissed
	

	5th July 1788
	Brienne announces that Estates General would be summoned. (last called in 1614)
	

	13th July 1788
	
	A savage storm devastated crops in Paris area – leads to shortage of grain and increase in bread prices. People were having to spend more money on basic food.  Led to Depression 

	August 1788

	Bankruptcy announced and treasury suspended all payments.
	Brienne had no option but to call the Estates General for May 1st 1789

	February 1789

	Abbe Sieyes – publishes “What is the third Estate?”
	

	May 1789

	Estates General meets at Versailles
	

	
	National Assembly proclaimed
	

	
	Tennis Court Oath
	

	14th July

	Storming of the Bastille
	

	August 
1789

	August Decrees dismantling feudalism announced
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