Linking Latitudes 2004 - Asia Education Foundation Third International Conference

Sunday 11 April – Wednesday 14 April 2004

Since 1997 I have worked closely with the Asia Education Foundation to support the implementation of studies of Asia perspectives across the curriculum.  This work has occurred through delivering professional development workshops at the Victorian Annual Conference (1997 – 2003) and through being the Access Asia Network Leader for Bendigo from 1998 – 2003.

435 schools in Victoria form part of the Access Asia Network with Bendigo being the largest Network

The Asia Education Foundation (AEF) is a foundation of the Asialink Centre at the University of Melbourne and Curriculum Corporation with core funding from the Department of Education, Science and Training.
Linking Latitudes Conference:

Conference program was designed to offer maximum opportunities to experience reflect and learn about Vietnam and support participants to develop studies of Asia curriculum in their schools. Program aimed to immerse delegates in the history, culture and contemporary society of Hanoi and Vietnam.
Conference themes and outcomes are identified on the mind map below.
I was involved in day 3 of the Conference presenting a workshop titles Vietnam Online.  This can be located at http://www.bssc.edu.au/public/learning_teaching/pd/aef/vietnam.shtml 
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Conference Participants:
Conference Participants numbered 270 and included Regional Directors, Principals, classroom teachers from across all states and territories of Australia and New Zealand. Educators from Australian Universities the University of Hanoi and teachers from across Hanoi.

Conference Learn ings:

Overview of Vietnam:
1 ½ times the size of Victoria

Per capita income $400US per year – Household income can be $10,000US
Population 81,624,716 (July 2003 est.)
Education in Vietnam:

Compulsory from age 6 – 12

2 years military service if you don’t attend university

School starts at 7.45am and finishes at 12.15pm 6 days a week.
Site Visits:

Hoa Sua 

Hoa Sua is a Vietnamese non profit school aimed at reducing poverty in Vietnam by offering free vocational training and job searching assistance for disadvantaged and disabled (deaf) youths.  The vocational fields are hospitality (including waiting, cooling and housekeeping) and embroidery and sewing. Students, including ethnic minorities (of which there are 54) come from across Vietnam to attend the school.
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Foreign Language Specialist School
Motto “Everything is for the sake of the students”

The Foreign Language Specialist School, part of the College of Foreign Languages at the Vietnmam National University is said to be one of the most sought after schools in the north of Vietnam.  Students ranging from 16 – 18 years old can major in one of four foreign languages: English, French, Chinese or Russian and, among these, the number of English students is the greatest.

Students study the language for eight hours each week.

In 2003 there are 22 classes with 966 students, among whom are 606 English learners.  Every year 100% of students pass the antion final exams, 98% of students pass the national entrance examd to different univerisites with high results. Teaching staff consist of 68 members.

There are 2600 applicants each year and only 315 are accepted.
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KOTO -  Know One Teach One

KOTO provides hospitality training to both street and disadvantaged youth between the ages of 16 -22.  Trainees are selected for the program based on their life situation and most come to KOTO straight  off the streets.
The training progtram runs for 18 months and provides training for 40 students at any one time.  The trainees learn Cookery of Front of House Bar and Service Skills and all take part in English Language Classes that are tailored especially for the hospitality industry. Theoretical training is delivered at the KOTO training centre and these skills are then applied in the KOTO restaurant.
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International Education in Victoria:

125 Vietnamese students are enrolled in Victorian Government schools

898 Vietnamese students are enrolled in Victorian Universities.

Conference Organisation:

Outstanding – effective movement of 300 people to a range of site visits.
All sessions started and finished on time

Documentation professionally done

All sessions chaired – presenter welcomed and thanked.

Have arranged for Richelle Hollis and myself to spend a day with organisers in Melbourne at the end of the year in preparation for Navcon 2k5

Benefits for Bendigo Senior Secondary College

Supports “ Internationalisation of the Curriculum” ECIS

Promotion of  College via presentation at Conference
Ongoing requests for delivery of professional development – eg Northern Territory Program
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